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Course
Description

This course is designed to explore the politics around the world based on a comparative p
erspective. Students will examine the similarities and differences across various countries
and learn about diverse approaches to analyzing the political world. Topics covered in thi
s course include the state, democracy and authoritarianism, democratization, democratic ty
pes, elections and electoral systems, social cleavages and party systems, institutional vet
o players, and the outcomes of democratic institutions. This course aims to introduce stud
ents to some of the most significant political developments in the contemporary world and p
rovide the latest explanations for these phenomena. Additionally, students will develop the
critical thinking skills necessary to evaluate these explanations. Through this course, stud
ents are expected to gain an understanding of current arguments regarding major political
developments globally and approach these issues with a critical perspective.
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Description
Related Courses

Course Goals

Projected Result
S

Percentage of th
e original langua
ge classes(%)

Cyber Lectures P
review

Syllabus

Times

1 Introduction

Lecture Topic

SE S

There are no designated prerequisite courses for this class; however, prior completion of |
ntroduction to Political Science would be beneficial.

The course aims to develop students' expertise in the comparative politics field and foster t
heir logical thinking skills, self-directed learning abilities, and global citizenship competen
cies.

Through this course, students will acquire fundamental knowledge essential for understan
ding comparative politics and develop global citizenship competencies through an English
—based class.

The goal of this course is to deliver a 100% English—taught class. However, as this course
is a required subject in the Department of Political Science and International Relations, itis
necessary to consider the varying levels of foreign language proficiency among students.
To support those who may find English challenging, brief explanations in Korean will be pr
ovided at the end of each lecture, and students will be allowed to ask questions in Korea
n. Lecture slides (PPT) will be shared before each class, and a Korean summary will be d
istributed afterward.

Lecture Goals Lecture Methods Assignments

— Understand the co
ncept of comparativ
e politics.

— Explore the nature
of science.

— Examine the esse
nce of politics.

— Explore the origin Announcement Regard

2 What is the state?

3 Democracy and Dictatorship |

s of modern states. ing Team Presentation

—Learn how to clas
sify democracies an
d dictatorships.

— Understand the co
ncepts of conceptu
alization and measu
rement.

Announcement Regard
ing Assignment |

— Examine the econ
omic factors influen

4 Democracy and Dictatorship I

cing democracy an
d dictatorship.

— Examine the cultur

al factors influencin Deadline for Assignme

5 Democracy and Dictatorship Il

6 Democracy and Dictatorship IV

7 Democracy and Dictatorship V

g democracy and di nt |
ctatorship.

— Examine the proc
esses of democrati
¢ transitions.

Team Presentation
1,2
— Examine the differ Team Presentation
ent types of dictator 3,4
ships.
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— Analyze selectora
te theory.

|- Investigate the im
pact of democracy
and dictatorship.

8 Midterm Exam
— Examine parliame
ntary, presidential,
and semi— president
) ) ) ) ial democracies. Announcement Regard
9 Executive-Legislative Relations ) . )
— Explore theories o ing Assignment Il

n the formation and
dissolution of gover
nments.

— Analyze the conc
ept of elections.
Elections and Electoral System P ) )
10 — Examine various t

S
ypes of electoral sy
stems.

— Analyze the conc

epts of social cleav

ages, political parti

es, and party syste
Social Cleavages and Party Sy ms. Deadline for Assignme
stems — Examine the interp ntll

lay between social

cleavages, electora

| systems, and party

systems.

11

— Analyze the conc
epts of bicameralis
m, federalism, and
constitutionalism.
— Explore the veto p
12 Institutional Veto Players layer theory.
— Reassess the rela
tionship between ty
pes of democracy a
nd democratic survi
val.

Team Presentation
5 6

— Compare the two

distinct visions of d

emocracy.

— Examine the conc
Consequences of Democratic In epts of political repr Team Presentation
stitutions | esentation. 7,8

—Analyze theories r

elated to political in

stitutions and fiscal

policies.

13

14 Consequences of Democratic In =~ — Analyze the relati Team Presentation
stitutions |l onship between ele 9, 10
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ctoral laws, federali
sm, and ethnic conf
licts.

— Examine the impa
ct of presidentialism
on democratic survi

val.
15 Final exam
Methods of Grading
sequen L ;
° Description Percentage Details
ce
1 Mid—tem Exam 30%
2 Final-exam 30%
3 Pop Quizzes 0%
4 Assignments 10%
5 Reports 0%
6 Presentations & Discussions 10%
7 Attendance 20%
8 0%
9 Others 0%
All 100%
Core of Value
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o T ) (Creative problem-s =~ £ #eo|xoz sz 0%
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Textbook(s) & References
Descrip ) )
" Title Author Publisher
ion
Requi
. Clark, G
red T o ) .
" Principles of Comparative Politics older, & = CQ Press
extbo
ok Golder
Memo

1. This course is based on the textbook Principles of Comparative Politics (Clark, Golder, and Golder, 2024, CQ Pr
ess). However, as the lecture slides provided by the textbook author will be used, purchasing the textbook is not
mandatory.

2. Participation bonus points will be awarded. However, since this is an English—taught course, bonus points will
only be granted for participation in English—-based discussions and questions.
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